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L Basis of the report 


1. This report has been dmwn oo the basis of (Stilatitiite sheets yUuch have been fisnushed to the reoeiwtg Cffice in response to an in\Uation 
widerArtide 14mrefmredtob%thisr^)onas 'origpuiay filed'* and are not annexed to the repoHss^ 


\ 1 the international application as originally filed. 




1 X| the descriotion. paaes (Sec Attached) ^ as originally filed 




paaes . filed with the demanH 


pages . filed with the letter of 


oafles - filed with the letter of 


fy] the claims. Nos. (Sec Attached) . as originally filed. 




Nos. . as amended under Article 19 


Nos. . filed with the demand. 


Nos. . filed with the letter of 


Nos. , filed with the letter of 


\y\ the drawinfls. sheets/6^ (Sec Attached) . as originally filed. 


sheets/6^ . filed with the demand. 


sheets/6^ . filed with the letter of 


sheets/fift . filed with the letter of 


2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 




1 y| the description, panes NONE 




[T] the claims. Nos. ^O^HE 




1 y| the drawings. sheets/ftft NONE 




3. [ j This lepoit has heea established as if (some of) the amendmoits had not heen made, since they have been considered 
to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Siyptenaental Box Additional observations below ^uk 70 Jt(c)). 


4. Additional observations, if necessary: 




NONE 
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V. Reasoned fUtement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



K STATEMENT 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 



Claims 1-52 



Claims NONE 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-52 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Industrial Applicability (LA) 



Claims 1-52 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. Claims 1-2, 6, 9-1 1, 13, 16, 22. 23, 25, 33. 34 and 

38-52 lack ao inventive step under POT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Reeves in view of Leani(4,458,238). 

As to claims 1, 10 and 25, Reeves teaches an input device(20) comprising a base portion(28) a control portion(22); a 
plurality input means(30, 32X a universal connection means(24) for connecting the control portion(22) to the base portion(28) 
and signal generating means(microprocessor) for generating a first plurality of signals indicating a position of the control 
portion(20) and generating a second plurality of signals indicating a position of the control portion(20) and generating a second 
plurality signals indicating user data input requests(30, 32Xsee figure 1, column 1, lines 49-56 and column 4, lines 3-35). 

As to claims 1, 10 and 25, Reeves fails to disclose at least three input means located in the same plane. 

Leara teaches an input device(l 1) having five input mean s( 12a- 12e) mounted in the same plane(sce figure 1). It would 
have been obvious to have modified Reeves with the teaching of Learn, since these input means could be actuated by user's 
fingers individually and the location of the input means would not effect the function of the input means. 

As to claims 2 and 11, Reeves teaches an input device(20) comprising five keys(30, 32Xscc figure 1). 

As to claim 6. Reeves teaches an input device(20) comprising a gimbal mechanism(36, 96Xsee figures 2-4; column 4, 
lines 36-47 and column 6, lines 35-54). 

As to claims 9, 22-23 and 33-34, Reeves teaches an input device(20) comprising a rotational mechanism(see figures 
1, 2; abstract and column 4, lines 17-28). 

As to claim 13, Reeves teaches a computer system comprising (Continued on Supplemental Sheet) 
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VTL Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

Claim 30 is objected to under PCT Rule 66^(aXiii) as containing the following defect(s) in the form or contents thereof: since 
these are two claims number as 30. 
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Continuation of: Boxes I - VIII 
1. BASIS OP REPORT: 



Sheet 10 



This rq>ort has been drawn on the basis of the description, 

pages, 1-28, as originally filed. 

pages, NONE, fikd with the demand. 

and additional amendments: 

NONE 



This report has been drawn on the basis of the claims, 

numbers, NONE, as origmally fikd. 

numbers, NONE, as amended under Article 19. 

numbers, NONE, filed with the demand. 

and additional amendments: 

Claims 1-52, fded with the letter of 12 January 1999. 

This report has been drawn on the basis of the drawings, 

sheets, 1-22, as originally filed. 

sheets, NONE, filed with the demand. 

and additional amendments: 

NONE 



V. 2. REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued): 
two ii^ut devices(20, 16)(see figure 1 and column 4, lines 3-16). 

As to claim 16, Reeves teaches a conq^uter system comprising universal connection means(24) for a user to move the 
control portion(22) in a first discrete positions in a first directton(X direction) and a plurality of second discrete position in a 
second direction(Y dffection(see figure 1 and column 4, lines 3-35). 

As to claims 38-52, Reeves teach a key (32) is a multi-position switch(see figure 1 and column 4, lines 17-33). 

n. Claims 3-5, 7, 8, 12 and 36 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Reeves in view of 

Learn and Arita et al(5,432,530). 

Reeves as modified fails to disclose a slider and a track ball. 

As to claims 3, 5, 7, 8, 12 and 36, Arita et al teaches an input device conq>rising a 8lider(l); a track ball(31Xsee 
figure 12A, 128 and column 9, lines 25-30) and a pahn portion di^sed parallel to a base portion(see Hgures 4A, 12B. 15A, 
15C; abstract; cohimn 1, lines 14-22; cohmm 7, lines 20-35 and column 10, lines 9-24). It would have been obvious to have 
modified Reeves with the teaching of Arita et al, since Reeves and Arita et ai bodi are input devices v/bxh could moving a 
cursor on a display tb any position and Reeves modified by Arita et al could have a small size of tzq^ut device, low in power 
consumption and able to be mounted on a portable coinputer(see cohimn 2, lines 50-53). 

As to claim 4, Reeves teaches an input device is a joy stick(20)(see figure 1). 

m. Claims 14-15, 17-19 and 26-30 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Reeves in view 
of Learn and Kuit>da et al(5, 302,969). 

Reeves as modified fails to point out a display for presenting a menu for selecting characters and graphic icons. 
Kuroda et al teach a computer system coizqmsing a display(104) for presenting characters and graphic icons and corresponding 
keys(B) for selecting die characters and gn4>hics icons(8ee figures 1, 9; cohmm 4. lines 67-68 and column 5, lines 1-40). It 
would have been obvious to have modified Reeves as modified with the teaching of Kuroda et al. so as to eliminate a user's 
hesitation to select the characters and graphic icons and therefore a user could simply proceed with the next operation(see 
column 5, lines 19-22). 

As to claims 18-19 and 29-30, Reeves fails to disclose each row-vertical cluster pair having character which less than 

five. 
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Leam teaches a computer system comprising a display (10) having a phiraiity rows and vertical chisters(8ee figure 1). 
Each row-vertical cluster pair has four character selection icons(see figure 1 and cohunn 3, lines 21^). It would have been 
obvious to have modified Reeves with the teaching of Leam, as to provide a system for entering character or other text into a 
computer usmg an mput device having a small number of keys. 



rV. Clahns 20-21 and 31-32 lack an inventive step under PCX Article 33(3) as being obvious over the prior art as a{^lie< 
in the imm ed ia tely preceding paragr^>h and further in view of Holtey et al(4, 724,431). 

Reeves fails to differentially highlight character icons. Holtey et al teach a display system for highlighting character 
or graphics in different color8(see cohunn 1, lines 11-24). It would have been obvious to have modified Reeves as modified 
by Holtey et al, so as to distinguish characters next to each other. 

V. Claim 24 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Reeves in view of Leam and 
Ishiwata et al(4,870,389). 

Reeves as modified fail to point out a character selection means. Ishiwata et al teach a computer system comprising t 
diqplay(60) for presenting characters and a character selection means for altering the characters in response to rotational 
positions signal generated by actuating an input device(l l)(see figures 1, 2; cohunn 2, lines 34-44 and cohunn 6, lines 22-25). 
It would have been obvious to have modified Reeves with the teaching of Ishiwata et al, since Reeves and Ishiwata et al both 
have had input device and so characters on a di^lay could be selected by a user. 

VI. Claim 35 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Reeves in view of Leam, Kuroda 
and Ishiwata et al(4,870,389). 

See the discussion of Reeves, Leam, Kuroda and Ishiwata et al and the reason for combining Kuroda and Ishiwata et 

al above. 

VH. Claim 37 lacks an inventive st^ under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Reeves in view of Leam and 
Bouton(5,396,267). 



Bouton teaches an input device(86) having a control portion(32) and a user*s hand will be parallel to the control 
portion(32K8ee figures 1, 4). It would have been obvious to have modified Reeves as modified, so a user's hand could rest on 
the input device and would not easy to get tired. 



NEW CITATIONS 

US 5.396,267 A (BOUTON) 07 MARCH 1995. SEE FIGURES 1 and 4. 

US 4,724,431 A (HOLTEY et al.) (09 FEBRUARY 1988), see cohunn 1, lines 11-24. 



Reeves as modified fail to disclose user's hand is parallel to the control portion. 
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